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Background

n today's society the importance of digital media is continuously increasing. E.g. in Germany, 92% of the young generation aged twelve 1o nine-
teen have own intfernet-enabled smartphones. For the young generation the Internet is the key to search for information about everyday prob-
ems or more general issues (mpfs, 2015). Information is mainly searched for by search engines, such as Google. Quite offen links are provided by
the search engines to Internet forums where everyday problems or generalissues are discussed. In order to deal properly with this information, the
UNESCO calls for the cross-curricular teaching of media literacy so that learners can deal skillful with the various services media types, self-
determined and critically. Also the OECD names explicitly the interactive use of media as one of out of three key competencies for living self-
determinedin a modernsociety.
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The Forum-Method

1. Phase: Preparing the forum work

e Confrontation with the forum co™
question

e Formation of heterogeneous

small groups
ﬂ Mineralwasser oder Leitungswasser, was ist besser?

. 1 von Frau AquaBest - Samstag, 5. Dazembear 2015, 17:28
2. Phase: Cooperative workphase TR AR AR anew
Creat\ng t in Hallo,

e Information through materials exchange in the o Of Jocumen
e Exchange in the forum respective group RS & B Ae:
rernents resp
Stﬁ Mun wurde mir von ainer Nachbarin gesagt, dall man das nichl machen solile, da da doch Gberhaupt keine Nahrstoffe drin

othef QTOU‘PS " sind und vielleicht sogar noch ungesund ist. Ist das so?

Discussions on the
forum.
Group Cross.

Anreige geschachtedt

ich tninke taglich ca. 2 Liter Lestungswasser,

3. Phase: Evaluation of workphase

Weann es so wire, sollte ich dann vielleicht doch lieber Mineralwasser trinken? Und wenn ja, welches? Worauf scllte ich
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Texts at different ingredients in
water:
Group 1: Key ingredients for
humans
Group 2: Foreign matter in water
Group 3: Ingredients and water
hardness
Group 4. Ingredients according
to the Drinking Water
Regulation

Experiments:
Group 1: Investigating a drinking
water filter cartridge
Group 2: Preparation of a water filter
Group 3: Detection of nitrates,
nitrites, copper and pH
Group 4: Electrical conductivity and
oH of various water
samples

Analyzing various forum courses:

« Each group has differen sections of
forum entries

 Elaboration of pro- and contro-
arguments

« Developing guestions

« Supports the subsegquent discussion
INn the forum

First experience

The lesson and methodology has so far been tested in five learning groups in lower and upper secondary education (age range 14-17). In fotal 86
students participated. The majority of students liked the exchange and debate in the forum and many of them had the feeling that working in the
forumis an effective mode of learning. The students expressed that they liked the Internet forum work and found it challenging to discuss and deve-
lop interesting posts. The history of the forum proved itself to be an effective way to monitor andretlect cooperative learning activities.
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